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1 Energy Efficiency and Conservation Strategy

1.1 Grant Program Background

The Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (I1JA), Section 40552 provides $550 million for the
Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant Program (EECBG Program). The United
States Department of Energy’s (DOE) Office of State and Community Energy Programs (SCEP)
will distribute $430 million in formula and competitive EECBG Program funding to eligible units
of local government, states, and Indian tribes."

The EECBG Program is designed to assist states, local governments, and Indian tribes in
implementing strategies to reduce energy use, to reduce fossil fuel emissions, and to improve
energy efficiency.? Local government entity County of Greenville, South Carolina (County) is
eligible to receive $393,510 in grant funding from the EECBG Program.® Local government
applications for the EECBG Program are due by April 30, 2024. The Greenville County Solid
Waste Division submitted the EECBG Program Pre-Award Information Sheet by the July 31,
2023 deadline, stating its intent and becoming eligible to apply for the EECBG Program grant
funding.

1.2 Energy Efficiency and Conservation Strategy Selection
The County does not have an existing, published goal but is selecting the following goal as part
of its strategy:

e Carbon neutrality by 2050 or sooner

To accompilish this, the Greenville County Solid Waste Division would use the EECBG Program
grant funds to purchase new containers and compactor units for installation and use in its
recycling collection services. The purpose of this project would be to increase the County’s
capacity to collect recyclable materials and decrease the frequency of hauling trips. This project
would reduce fossil fuel emissions associated with the transportation of these containers by
reducing the number of hauling trips. This would result in a reduction of 164 metric tons of
carbon dioxide equivalent (MTCO2e) per year.

The following sections include detailed information on the County’s Energy Efficiency and
Conservation Strategy in compliance with 42 U.S.C. 17155(b). This proposed strategy contains
a description of the County’s goals for increased energy efficiency and conservation in the
County, and the County’s plan for the use of the grant to assist the County in achieving these
goals.
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2 Current County Recycling System

2.1 County Recycling Collection Sites and Centers

The Greenville County Solid Waste Division provides recycling collection services to the
residents of unincorporated areas of the County where curbside recycling collection services are
not offered. Unstaffed recycling roll-off containers are available for public use 24 hours a day,
seven days a week and located throughout the County, mostly stationed in parking lots of retail
facilities, schools, and churches. There are eight sites for these parking lot containers and each
site has anywhere from two to six recycling containers. The County also operates seven staffed
Residential Waste and Recycling Centers (RW&RC) that provide identical recycling roli-off
containers. Each RW&RC maintains anywhere from two to five recycling containers and can be
accessed by residents during open hours of operation (7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. Tuesday —
Saturday). The parking lot containers and RW&RC sites are available for use by all
approximately 211,000 households in the County. These containers are collected by the County
and hauled to the Pratt Industries Materials Recovery Facility (MRF), located at 255 Morley Ctin
Duncan, SC, for further processing.

The current recycling containers only provide for a dual-stream collection system. In other
words, each 30-cubic yard container is dual-sided with space allotted for fiber collection (i.e., 60
percent of the container’s volumetric capacity is reserved for the collection of cardboard and
paper), and a separate space allotted for commingle collection (i.e., 40 percent of the
container’s volumetric capacity is reserved for the collection of plastic bottles and jugs and
aluminum and steel cans).

County-led audits conducted in 2023 found that when the dual-stream containers were pulled,
while the fiber side of the system was at 100 percent capacity, the comingle side was only at 35-
percent to 50-percent full. Therefore, it was determined these recycling containers were being
transported to the MRF for processing at approximately 25 percent below total capacity.

2.2 Greater Greenville Sanitation Recycling Program Changes

in March 2023, Greater Greenville Sanitation District (GGSD) ended curbside collection of
recyclables from County homeowners due to the increasing costs associated with the purchase
and maintenance of equipment, fuel and personnel.* Since this decision, the County has seen
up to an approximate 40 percent increase in the use of the Greenville County Solid Waste
Division’s parking lot and RW&RC recycling containers by County residents. This is shown in
Table 2-1 below by comparing the County’s monthly recycling collection tonnage totals at some
of its drop-off sites pre- and post- GGSD service reduction.
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6 Schedule

Local government applications for the EECBG Program are due by April 30, 2024.

7 Grant Reporting

The County will coordinate and share information with the State of South Carolina regarding all
activities carried out using the grant funds. The County will provide an annual report to the State
describing the status of development and implementation of the project, and, as practicable, as
assessment of energy efficiency gains within the County.

The County commits to satisfying any additional reporting requirements as identified on the
Financial Assistance Reporting Checklist (FARC), DOE EERE 335, that would be attached to
the award agreement.
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